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Editorial
Editorial

002 1S INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF MOUNTAINS, a conse-
2 quence of the Rio Summit 10 years ago. Events are

happening all over the Globe, even in Britain, although none
of the UK governments is supporting it. The nearest of these is in
Ballater — a weekend hosted by NEMT in conjunction with Bal-
later Walking Week. See Roger’s article inside, and the enclosed
flier which has details and booking information.

Almost as long ago as the Rio Summit, Roger became NEMT
Chair, but now he is standing down, and Jennifer moves from
Vice-chair to Chair. Roger will, however, remain an active force in
NEMT’s campaigning efforts. See the article inside.

For the second time in under two years we report on a plan for
housing on a very special woodland site on Speyside. Last time it
was Boat of Garten, now in Nethybridge.

What we think was the last purely local climbing shop in Ab-
erdeen (Marshalls) has been taken over by NevisSport. NEMT
members will, however, be pleased to learn that they may claim
10% discount at NevisSport, except for some items already at
rock-bottom prices.

The “Editorial Team”, Jennifer Cook, Will Campbell, Denis Wilson,
David Windle.

Opinions expressed in individual contributions are not nec-
essarily the views of NEMT nor of the editors.
Articles and letters for publication should be sent to Mountain Views, c/o

NEMT, PO Box 40, Aberdeen AB14 O0TW. Further information on the inside
back cover.
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NEMT FIRST AID KITS
HILLWALKERS BASIC FIRST AID KIT

Professionally designed for NEMT by
experienced mountaineers and first-aid trainers

Complete kit  £25 p&p £2.50
Kit bags only £8  p&p 90p

» Bags are a not-easily-mislaid red cloth, with zip opening
« The full kit contains a laminated list of contents and its uses
o Full details on NEMT web site.

ORDERING

Post remittance to:
NEMT, PO Box 40, Aberdeen, AB14 OTW or
Name and address removed for confidentiality

Contents List

5 Blister plasters
1 Basic face shield
2 Pair surgical gloves
5 Medicated wipes in foil
1 Small pack of gauze swabs
1 Pair small forceps
20 Assorted elastoplasts
1 Scissors
1 Small wound dressing
1 Large wound dressing
1 Packet butterfly sutures
1 1%-Inch crepe bandage
1 3-Inch crepe bandage Pain killers and personal medi-
2 Triangular bandages cation to be added and used at
1 Roll micropore tape own discretion
10 Safety pins
6 Plastic sandwich bags
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International Year of Mountains

Ballater Weekend Event

If you are anything like me your
world view of geography is domi-
nated by where important mountain
ranges happen to be. I cannot look
at any atlas without drifting towards
the rugged areas where contour
lines squash together revealing the
peaks and summits of unseen moun-
tains. There is where my imagina-
tion always takes me. My family
holidays, much to my wife’s chagrin,
centre around mountains — Scot-
land, Wales, the Alps, Pyrenees,
New Zealand, you name it. In Bul-
garia to see the solar eclipse we all
had to climb the country’s highest
peak while we were waiting for it to
happen. In Norway in May last year
at a conference, I had to hire a car,
drive 200 miles, climb the two high-
est peaks in deep, deep snow and
drive back to the conference. I've
even climbed the highest object in
Florida — that it was a watchtower
in a citrus grove made little differ-
ence to my altitudinal acquisitive-
ness. With my partners in crime, Al-
istair Beeley and Andy Christie, I've
climbed a number of Alpine peaks
and, with Alistair, been to Alaska,
and Africa too, in the pursuit of
more spectacular mountains
to climb.

In Africa though I saw something
different. It wasn’t just the awesome
vistas of Mount Kenya and of Kili-
manjaro, both of which were lifetime
experiences in their own right, it was
a human element. I was struck by
the lives of Kenyans and Tanzanians
living on the vast slopes of these
mountains and by their struggles to
make a living. I was touched by the
dignity with which a Kenyan couple
emerged from a crude plantation
hut, roofed with banana-leaves,
dressed in the best clothes they had
and set off, shoeless, to walk 10 miles
to church on a Sunday. I was im-
pressed by the sheer determination
of a Masai woman hell-bent on sell-
ing me a bangle I didn't want be-
cause it was nothing to me but the
price of the family’s weekly food
to her.

This year is International Year of
Mountains (IYM) and I empathise
instinctively with its aims because I
have seen, albeit fleetingly, just how
hard it can be for some communities
to live amongst the world’s most
spectacular mountains. In Scotland,
we don’t have that scale of problems
but we still have difficult choices to
make in how we manage our own
world class mountain areas.
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I want to tell you a little about
IYM and why the Trust felt it should
contribute by holding an event in
Ballater in May this year.

IYM was conceived during the
pivotal 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de
Janiero from which sprang Agenda
21 and the global blueprint for sus-
tainable development into the 21st
century. Chapter 13 was concerned
with “Managing fragile ecosystems:
sustainable mountain development”,
and placed mountains on an equal
footing with climate change, tropical
deforestation and desertification as a
key global issue in respect of the
pressures we place upon them. In
view of this the UN designated 2002
as International Year of Mountains
and has asked Governments, NGOs
and UN organisations world-wide to
take positive steps to highlight the
global importance of mountain
ecosystems and the threat to com-
munities that depend on them.

The overall aim of IYM is: to en-
sure the well being of mountain popula-
tions by promoting sustainable develop-
ment of mountain I regions .

Specific objectives can be sum-
marised as follows:

o To ensure well being of mountain
communities by promoting con-
servation and sustainable devel-
opment in mountain areas. To in-
crease awareness and knowledge
of mountain ecosystems, their
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overriding importance in provid-
ing strategic resources to both
highland and lowland people,
particularly water supply and
food security.

e To promote and defend cultural
heritage of mountain
communities.

» To pay attention to frequent
conflicts in mountain areas and
promote peace-making in those
regions.

Achievement of these objectives
should be approached through:

+ Information generation and
exchange;

e Awareness raising and
sensitisation;

o Education, training and
extension;

e Documentation of best practices
and formulation of
recommendations based on
successful field case studies; and

e Promotion of mountain-specific
policy formulation and
legislation.

At the regional level IYM strongly
encourages mountain conferences
during 2002 and discussions regard-
ing interactions between upland and
lowland communities. Ultimately,
IYM is asking governments to pro-
vide guidelines and appropriate
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policies for sustainable mountain
development and conservation.
Currently, 46 countries worldwide
have set up national committees to
promote I'YM.

The Trust has taken this call seri-
ously and considers that IYM is an
appropriate time and an apt context
in which to
bring people
together to
discuss  iss-
ues in our
own moun-
tain  back-

yard. A
number  of
the TYM obj-

ectives and

all of its sug-

gested app-

roaches are

completely relevant to the problems
we have in managing pressures we
place on the Cairngorms. Even
more pertinent to IYM is the immi-
nent Cairngorms National Park and,
how the Park Authority will manage
recreational use.

So we have organised a great
event in Ballater for the last weekend
in May. It will be an activity-packed
few days with lots of entertainment
and walks centred around a seminar
with the theme of “Recreational
Management of the Cairngorms”.
We have attracted a number of high
profile speakers for the Saturday

page 6

seminar and this will be a very inter-
esting day on its own. We also have
a Friday night slide show from
Aberdeen climber Ronnie Robb fol-
lowed by a Pub Quiz; a Saturday
night Ceilidh with a really good
band; led walks varying from young
family to fitness freak level on Sun-

day and a
walk  with
Adam Wat-

son to see
the issues for
the manage-
ment for
yourself with
a Cairn-
gorms  exp-
ert. Ballater
is a fantastic
venue, the
great out-
doors  sur-
rounds the town and the local com-
munity is keen to welcome us with
lots of hospitality.

Conscious of the importance of
IYM to local communities our event
will also be the launch point for Bal-
later Walking Week, so we are col-
laborating with the local organising
committee, Ballater Royal Deeside,
for this week of further entertain-
ment and led walks in the surround-
ing hills and mountains. Look out
soon for a flyer advertising the Bal-
later Weekend event and book your
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participation early so we can make it
a great success for everybody. Bring
along your family and persuade
your walking and climbing friends
to join in — they will have an enjoy-
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able time in good company.

I, and other members of the Trust
General Council, look forward to
meeting you in Ballater!

Roger Owen, Organiser NEMT Ballater Weekend

Websites with further information:

IYM
Scottish national IYM project
Ballater Royal-Deeside

www . mountains2002.org/
www.iym.org.uk
www . royal-deeside.org.uk

FULL RANGE OF COURSES
TaLoreD To Your NEeDS
SUITABLE FOR

HiLtwALKING AND MOUNTAINEERING
Cruss aND GrouPs

COURSES INCLUDE:
» Appointed persons
» Basic life support
e Emergency
* Standard

Alan Crichton, FIRST AID MATTERS
(Address and phone in adjacent ad)
email:

http://www. ...

All courses are HSE certificated and will be
Mountain relevant. Emergency & Standard
certificates accepted by SMLTB

ProFEssIONAL
MouNTAINEERING
SERvICES

e Mountain & Winter Skills

e Winter Mountaineering

e Snow & Ice Climbing

o Guided Walks
e Rock Climbing
o Abseiling

e Navigation
e Classic Ridges
e Scrambling
e HSE First Aid
o Activity Packages @ Team Development

o pre-Alpine Training

Alan Crichton, MOUNTAIN SKILLS L'TD

Address line 1
Address line 2
Tel: Fax:
Mobile:

email:

http://www . ..
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Fust Views
The Cairngorm Railway Saga

Well, it’s here! Construction has finished and we now have to see what we’ve
FUNICULAR IS HERE &°t to live with. One thing’s for sure. The coming
years are going to be eventful. There are many twists

and turns to come before this particular saga is over.

How is it running? Well, commissioning problems are still ongoing. They
range from minor faults to more serious events. For example, in mid-January,
the carriage§ came to an emergency stop, throwing INJURIES LIMITED TO
passengers in the ascending carriage against the CUTS AND BRUISES
front window and seats. Fortunately, injuries were
limited to cuts and bruises. Another time, also in January, the power failed
causing the doors to lock and trapping passengers inside for an
hour and a half.

Hopefully, some of the more dire predictions will never come to pass. The
similarity of the short tunnel section to the longer tunnel section on a similar
CAN THE COMPANY railwgy at Kaprun 'in Austria where a disastrous tun-
OPERATE IT SAFELY? nel fire occurred in late November 2000 has been
commented on before. Although the detailed sys-

tems are different, the possibility of an incident occurring while a carriage was
trapped inside the tunnel section due to power failure doesn’t bear thinking
about. As commissioning problems continue, it leads one to question the

Company’s ability to operate the railway safely

Ever eager for publicity, Fergus Ewing MSP has called for the closed system
at the Cairngorm Funicular Railway to be scrapped (Strathspey and Badenoch
ngald 3lst ]angary) and has asked “Can anyone EWING WANTS THE
think of anything more absurd than spending CLOSED SYSTEM
£100,000 on a path that folk are not allowed to use if SCRAPPED
they travel by the funicular railway?” Well, most of
us can! The agreement is legally binding and for an MSP to be calling for it to
be scrapped is strange to say the least. The cynics amongst us might wonder if
he was always planning to call for the scrapping of the agreement as soon as
the money was spent. Mr. Ewing’s motives in trying to protect local jobs are to
be praised. However, maybe he should have studied the report prepared by
the opposition groups some time back. They showed how properly managed
eco- tourism could create more jobs than a funicular railway and not less.
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The Company is in difficulty and appears to be looking to get out of the

agreement. The trouble is that it would almost certainly have to go to court.

COMPANY CAN'T BUY Upfprtunately, it’§ broke and probably' woul.d have

DRINKS dlfﬁcul.ty affording a round of d.rmks in tche

Clachaig Inn. Opponents of the funicular, denied

their opportunity of a free drink, will be watching closely to ensure that there
is no public money put into helping the Company’s court case.

In addition, the cost of breaking the EU conditions has to be considered.
The EU funding of £2.7M is conditional on maintaining the legally binding
agreement. If this is broken, the UK government has SHOULD TAXPAYERS
to pay back the full amount. The taxpayers among

dt in vieilant t that SUBSIDISE
us need to remain vigilant to ensure that our money ENVIRONMENTAL
is not used to subsidise either lazy access for walkers RAPE?

and climbers to the northern corries or the environ-
mental rape of the summit plateau as too many people trample over too much
of it.

Where do we go from here? The commissioning faults will eventually be
sorted out and attention will shift to whether the Company is maintaining
both the system and the necessary safety
NEMT STAYS OPPOSED procedures properly. The North East Mountain
Trust has always opposed this development and will continue to oppose it. To-
gether with other groups, we will monitor and publicise any attempts to either
break the closed system agreement or obtain more government subsidy. We
will update you in the next Newsletter.

David Windle, 18 Feb 2002

[Ed: Mike Dales gave us some pictures of the area, but frankly we’ve had pic-
tures of spoil-heaps, bulldozers, Keep Out notices in all the recent issues, so we
didn’t put them in]
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School Wood, Nethy Bridge

Summarised version of an original note provided by Roy Turnbull

Eagle Star Life Assurance has applied for planning permission to build 40
houses plus a business unit on 13 acres of the 124 acre School Wood on the out-
skirts of Nethy Bridge, Strathspey. Most of the houses are very likely to be sold
as holiday /second homes, with 10 referred to as “low cost”, though Eagle Star
are unable to say what that means. This application follows refusal last year of
a similar application, for 48 houses, which was outwith the Local Plan alloca-
tion. This application is within the Local Plan.

The proposed development raises a number of issues, which are
outlined below:

1. An Ancient Woodland Site. School Wood is listed in the Inventory of An-
cient and Semi-natural Woodlands as a “long established semi-natural
pinewood”. At present, it consists of Scots pine (with some lodgepole pine
and  Norway  spruce)
planted in the 1960’s, natu-
rally regenerated pine of
similar age, and older pines
that survived wartime
fellings. It is particularly
rich in broadleaved trees:
birch, goat and eared wil-
lows, aspen, juniper, rowan,
bird cherry and whitebeam,
and includes many fine
specimens. Its soils are
largely pristine, having
developed undisturbed un-
der Caledonian woodland for thousands of years since the last ice age.

Species identified in School Wood include red squirrel, pine marten, ot-
ter, capercaillie, crested tit, crossbill, woodcock, and several wood ant
species. Flowering plants include Pyrola (wintergreen) species, as well as
the orchids: Creeping Ladies Tresses, Lesser Twayblade, and Coral Root Or-
chid. The latter is known from only two other places in Strathspey.

Spring 2002
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The Nature Conservancy Council for Scotland in its response to the first
draft of the present Local Plan 1991 stated “Woodland is a vital component
of the Badenoch and Strathspey landscape and fundamental to nature con-
servation. There is an essential difference between remnants of the native
woodland and plantation or newly planted groups of trees for amenity.
Semi-natural woodlands . are not recreatable; new stands of trees and plan-
tation . do not compensate for the loss of the semi-natural areas and addi-
tionally are often not of such high amenity and aesthetic value.”

School Wood is one of the remnants of (largely) native semi-natural
woodland referred to above, and most importantly occupies a “stepping
stone” position between Abernethy Forest and Craigmore Wood.

2. Capercaillie. School Wood lies 250m from Craigmore Wood and 500m

from Abernethy Forest, and is sandwiched between them. Both these larger
woods are Special Protection Areas under the EU Wild Birds Directive be-
cause of their importance for capercaillie.

The foremost UK authority on capercaillie, Dr Robert Moss (Emeritus
Fellow of the Centre of Ecology and Hydrology) has stated “the proposed
development is likely to have a significant impact on capercaillie”. The ca-
percaillie populations in Abernethy and Craigmore are not self contained.
Their long term survival depends on caper being able to move easily be-
tween woodlands. This proposal would make this movement
more difficult.

The Wild Birds Directive requires that a development that would have
an adverse effect on capercaillie in or adjacent to these sites (i.e. School Wood)
should only be permitted where

e there is no alternative solution, and

o there are imperative reasons of over-riding public interest, including
those of a social or economic nature.

In this context it should be noted that planning permission was granted
for 15 affordable houses for young people in Nethy Bridge in March 1998.
No development on this site has yet commenced, nor to my knowledge is
any in prospect. Eagle Star include 10 “low cost houses”, in their appli-
cation, though Eagle Star representatives before the Nethy Bridge Com-
munity Council on 10th January this year were unable, when asked di-
rectly, to give any indication of what they meant by low cost housing.
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There is already provision for more than adequate affordable housing al-
ready granted planning permission within Nethy Bridge. This provides an
alternative to Eagle Star’s proposal, even if it is accepted that the latter
would provide some low cost housing, which is doubtful. It is most likely
that any development in School Wood would be to cater for the provision of
holiday/second homes. This cannot be said to be required for imperative
reasons of over-riding public interest.

It is also the case that there is provision within the Local Plan under
“short term” (School Wood is “medium/long term”) for approximately 60
dwellings around Nethy Bridge, which have yet to be developed.

Capercaillie are a significant economic asset, and wildlife tour guides
rate caper as one of the top species that people visit this area to see. Many
people visit Nethy, especially in April, just to see caper.

. The Village Setting. The proposal represents an increase of about 15% in
the number of houses in Nethy Bridge. As long ago as 1991, the First Draft
Local Plan stated, “concern is emerging about the rate and scale of change
in established villages. Unsympathetic cramming and expansion of com-
munities is eroding their character and setting and threatening to over-
whelm facilities, or creating imbalance in the social structure.”

This proposal ignores several of the Principles laid down for Nethy
Bridge in the Local Plan, viz.

e it does not “maintain a scale and form compatible with the
village character”

» it does not “protect the village setting, notably the adjoining semi-natu-
ral woodland”

it contributes to the “substantial number of holiday or second homes”
leading to an undesirably unbalanced community.

. Lack of Need. The 1990 Structure Plan provides the framework within
which the Council’s strategy and policies operate. The population change
envisaged from 1988 to 1998 was from 10,807 to 12,029 i.e. an increase of
1222 for the whole District The actual increase was 503 and the population
of 12029 is not now expected before 2014 (figures from Highland Council).
Clearly the original assumption has been shown to be wrong, and the allo-
cation of any housing for School Wood is inappropriate, if the Structure
Plan’s Key Forecast statements are respected.
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5. Sewage Disposal. The applicant proposes “a limited number of temporary

septic tanks” for sewage disposal. This is because the Nethy Bridge waste-
water treatment plant will not have the capacity for further development
until upgraded in 2005-2006 (at the earliest). How many septic tanks, for
how many houses, and for how long, is not made clear. Nor is it stated
where the septic tank(s) would be, or to where they would discharge. The
drainage from the School Road site flows through the primary school
grounds, and from the Craigmore Road site into the Caochan Fhuarain,
(noted for its purity, and this week showing signs of otter activity).

However once outline planning permission is granted, the applicant
would have a legal right to build septic tanks, even though these serious
questions had not been addressed. Many would consider that this problem
is grounds on its own for refusal of planning permission at the present time,
particularly since the allocation for housing in School Wood in the Local
Plan was “medium/long term”.

. Cairngorms Forest and Woodland Framework. Published by the Cairn-

gorms Partnership in 1999 (after the Local Plan was finalised), the Frame-
work gives “broad guidance on the nature and location of woodland.” It
recognises that fragmentation of existing habitats can be a potent cause of
local extinctions and that the establishment and enhancement of woodland
corridors should be a major priority within the Cairngorms area. This is
also recognised in the EU Habitats Directive, which emphasises the impor-
tance of “stepping stone” features of the landscape, such as small woods,
which are essential for migration, dispersal and genetic exchange.

This housing allocation would damage the woodland corridor and frag-
ment the woodland habitat of the two SPAs, and runs directly counter to
the Framework and the Habitats Directive.

School Wood is an “ancient and semi-natural woodland” within the future
Cairngorms National Park. It would be a terrible shame to greet the new
park with an act of unnecessary destruction.

At the time of writing, this matter has still to be decided. Hopefully by the
time that you read this, this inappropriate development will have been
stopped.

David Windle

Spring 2002
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Fust News
Old and New Chairs

Retiring Chair Roger Owen

At the last AGM Roger Owen
stepped down as the Chair of
NEMT. We say this every time —
but it’'s always been true! — he will
be a hard act to follow ...

Roger has been associated with
NEMT since its inception in 1981; he
is a founder member. He took up the

Chair in 1993 when Bill Brooker
retired due to ill health. In his article
on NEMT’s Ballater May Weekend
celebrating International Year of
Mountains, Roger tells of his love of
the mountains and his experiences.
But he is not just a fine mountaineer.
His day job as National Ecology
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Manager with SEPA, means he has
been the ideal person to promote the
aims of NEMT. For example he was
(along with Adam Watson) NEMT’s
representative on the Cairngorms
Partnership Board. He had to turn
down the offer of chairman of
MCOFS (but he had to take our
advice to do so — we knew he just
did not have the time!).

His job with a public agency
means that his views might be seen
to conflict with his organisations’
attitudes so his writing has fre-
quently been signed by someone
else.

That job is now taking up more
time than he can give. His nine
years of chairmanship have meant
NEMT has had considerable influ-
ence on conservation, the environ-
ment and access rights.

Roger leaves with one final fling —
masterminding the IYM event in Bal-
later.

New Chair Jennifer Cook

A hard act to follow? We've done it!
Jennifer has been steering the Trust
ever since I can remember — the real
person at the helm. From Member-
ship Secretary to Newsletter, Music
Festivals, cycle runs, fundraising, the
amount of her effort and time and
her own special brand of unstop-

Fust News

pable energy have been a mainstay
of the Trust. Jennifer has navigated
the rough waters of the new Scottish
Parliament, Land Reform, the Fight
Against the Funicular, and many,
many other things. Please, NEMT
members, give her all your support
in what will definitely not be a clear
channel free of reefs ahead ...

Bridae of Broton
Tearoom

Grantown—Tomintoul road (A939)

Al day meals Well stocked
Home baking craft shop
Snacks and coffee for that
special gift

Open 8am to 6pm
(Easter — Oct)
8am to 5pm, closed Tue
(Nov — Easter)

TEL 01807 580335

Coach parties welcome

Spring 2002
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News Roundup

National Park Developments

t the beginning of February, Allan Wilson, Deputy Minister for Environ-
Ament and Rural Development, responded to parliamentary questions

from MSPs Margaret Ewing and Jackie Baillie on the status of the con-
sultation process relating to the proposed Cairngorms and Loch Lomond and
the Trossachs National Parks. On Loch Lomond and the Trossachs, Mr Wilson
said that the Executive hoped to lay a draft Designation Order before Parlia-
ment in the near future. In relation to the Cairngorms, where the process is
not as far advanced, Mr Wilson said the Executive intended to initiate consul-
tation on a draft Designation Order in the near future. He also indicated that
the Executive hoped to establish Scotland’s first two National Parks by early
2003.

In a related development, Aberdeen North MSP Elaine Thomson initiated a
members’ business motion calling on the Executive to celebrate the Interna-
tional Year of Mountains by initiating discussions with the UK government to
secure designation of the Cairngorms as a World Heritage Site. NEMT and the
Cairngorm Club both took the opportunity to contact local MSPs indicating
support for the motion. Both bodies however expressed doubt that designa-
tion would be achievable under the current recommendation from SNH that
planning powers should not be given to the Cairngorms National Park Author-
ity (unlike the proposal for Loch Lomond) but should remain with the five rel-
evant local authorities.

In the resulting debate, Mike Rumbles and Robin Harper raised the need
for strong unitary planning powers if designation criteria were to be met. It
was also pointed out by members and confirmed by the Minister, Allan Wil-
son, that submission of the Cairngorms was not possible this year. UNESCO
regulations only permitted one nomination per country which had to be sub-
mitted by 1st February and that Kew Gardens had been put forward for the
UK. The Cairngorms is, however, on a list of possible sites for the future. It
was also suggested that a submission stood a better chance of success once that
National Park Authority was up and running. Replying to the issues raised,
Allan Wilson indicated that the UNESCO criteria for World Heritage Status
would be taken into account in the Draft Designation Order which would be
put out for public consultation shortly. Following any revision arising from
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the consultation, the order would be laid before Parliament and members
would then have the opportunity to debate issues such as the size of the Park
and planning powers.

A full report of the debate can be found on the Scottish Parliament web site at

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/
session-02/so0r0214-02.htm#Co16684

Glen Feshie Sold Again

hortly before Christmas it was reported in the Danish press that Glen Fes-
Shie estate had been sold by Klaus Helmersen, who bought the estate from

Will Woodlands in 1998. The purchaser was said to be another Dane,
Flemming Skouboe, who is believed to have been motivated by his enthusiasm
for hunting. The purchase price is believed to have been in the region of £8
million. Glen Feshie has now changed hands five times since 1967 when the
Nature Conservancy Council passed up on the opportunity to secure the estate
for the nation for £100,000.

In response to a Parliamentary written question from Roseanna Cunning-
ham MSP about the amount of public money paid to estate owners since 1967
in the form of grants from the Forestry Commission and Scottish Natural Her-
itage, Scottish Executive minister Allan Wilson replied that no grants had been
given by SNH. Forestry Commission records go back to 1976 and since then
Glen Feshie has received a total of £221,720.05, the largest and most recent be-
ing an award of £139,390.40.

Path Funding for Mar Lodge

ar Lodge Estate has received grants totalling £511,000 from the Euro-
Mpean Regional Development Fund and from Scottish Natural Heritage.

The cash will fund five years of footpath preservation work on the es-
tate, which was bought by the National Trust for Scotland in 1995. Estate prop-
erty manager Alister Clunas welcomed news of the award and stressed that it
would not be used to create lots of new pathways but rather to restore existing
paths which are heavily eroded and to prevent deterioration elsewhere. The
work which begun in the Coire Etchachan Area in 2000 will continue and
paths in other parts of the estate will also benefit.
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Shieldaig Hydro Scheme

t the time of writing, a formal application from Highland Light and
APower is still awaited for the proposed £6 million hydro scheme in the

Wester Ross National Scenic Area. All has not been quiet however.
Landowner John Mackenzie of Gairloch was recently quoted in the Ross-shire
Journal and West Highland Free Press denouncing opponents of the scheme as
“whingers and girners who come from other parts of Scotland on holiday. Lo-
cal opponents of the scheme have been quick to point out that the “whingers
and girners” make a vital contribution to the local economy and are attracted
to the area by its outstanding landscape quality which they believe to be
threatened by the proposed hydro scheme.

Local opponents of the scheme have established a web site at
http://www.lowimpact.demon.co.uk/index.htm
which offers an alternative perspective to that of the HLP web site at
http://www.highlandlightandpower.co.uk/

The issues they cite which give most cause for concern are

1. The transfer of water from one river system, the Badachro, to another,
the Kerry.

2. The effect of major construction and artificial regulation of lochs and rivers
on the ecology and wild land qualities of the Wester Ross National Scenic
Area, and the impact on wildlife.

3. The precedent set for future developments in other protected areas.

The major elements of the HLP scheme are as follows. Weirs will be built on
Loch a’Bhealaich, Loch a’Ghobhainn, Loch Gaineamhach and Loch na h’Oid-
hche to raise their levels by up to 2.5m. Two underground pipelines will trans-
fer water from Loch a’Bhealaich, Loch a’Ghobhainn and Loch Gaineamhach to
a new turbine house at Dubh Loch and from just below Loch na h’Oidhche to a
new turbine house near the A832 road south-west of Slattadale. An under-
ground cable will link the turbine house Dubh Loch with the national grid and
an access track will be constructed from it to the road. The weirs and pipeline
constructed on Loch a’Bhealaich, Loch a’Ghobhainn and Loch Gaineamhach
will be inspected on a weekly basis by all terrain vehicles.

Spring 2002

page 18

Fust News

An earlier hydro scheme was the subject of a public enquiry in 1997 but
HLP withdrew before its findings were released, thus ensuring the Reporter’s
findings would not be made public.

Nevis Strategy

ast November the then Deputy Minister for Environment and Rural De-
Lvelopment Rhona Brankin launched a 10-year management plan for the

Nevis area. The Nevis Strategy developed from consultations carried out
in 1999 by the Nevis Working Party which involved the local community, land
managers and other interest groups. It was supported by Highland Council,
SNH and Lochaber Enterprise and received funding from the European Re-
gional Development Fund. The plan aims to provide sustainable management
and environmental protection for the Nevis area while maximising visitor
numbers. Some local critics have expressed fears that the strategy is really part
of a hidden agenda to turn the whole of Highland Region into a national park.
This claim has been dismissed by SNH as “utter rubbish”.

Schiehallion Restoration

he John Muir Trust recently secured a grant of £506,500 from the Heritage
T Lottery fund in Scotland and a further £75,000 from Scottish Natural

Heritage to be spent on Schiehallion. The money will provide 62% of the
total project costs of £816,962 and will fund footpath and woodland restoration
and interpretation of the mountain environment for visitors. Tim Wheatley,
Senior Grants Officer with the Heritage Lottery Fund said "The proposals sub-
mitted for Schiehallion by the John Muir Trust were innovative and exciting
and they were well received by the HLF Trustees. By awarding this grant to
the Trust we are ensuring the future sensitive conservation of the mountain as
well as open access to all visitors to enjoy its splendour.

Will Campbell, 24 February, 2002

Slugain Bothy Plan

The Mountain Bothies Association’s controversial plans to build a bothy on the
site of the ruined Slugain Lodge appear to have been scrapped. The idea for
the proposal to build the bothy was first mooted at an Eastern Highlands Area
Committee meeting of the MBA at Tannadice in April 2001. (cont page 21)
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Progress on the Land Reform Bill

Since the last issue of Mountain Views, there has been considerable develop-
ment on the Land Reform (Scotland) Bill, the first part of which deals with Ac-
cess Rights. Shortly before Christmas, the Scottish Executive published a re-
vised version of the Bill, the original draft of which had been the subject of
much criticism on all sides. The revised version addressed many of the con-
cerns which prompted NEMT and numerous other bodies and individuals to
respond during the original consultation period. Some concerns, however, re-
mained and a further response was submitted to the Justice 2 Committee,
which is the lead committee charged with taking the legislation through Par-
liament, in spite of a very tight deadline. That response is reproduced else-
where in this issue and is also available on the NEMT web site along with our
submission on the original draft.

Copies of the NEMT response were again sent to local MSPs and to the con-
venors of the parliamentary committees we were advised would be involved in
reviewing the Bill — Justice 2, Rural Development and Transport and Environ-
ment. Some visits to MSPs have also taken place.

Both Justice 2 and Rural Development have devoted several meetings to
considering aspects of the Bill and have heard verbal submissions from and
questioned a number of witnesses. The Rural Development Committee in its
meeting of 21 January took evidence on Access Rights from the National Farm-
ers’ Union of Scotland, the Ramblers’ Association Scotland, the Scottish Out-
door Recreation Network1, and VisitScotland. Justice 2 has also heard from a
variety of interested parties on both sides of the access debate.

It is worth remembering that the Bill consists of three distinct parts. Only
Part 1, which deals with Access Rights, was considered by the General Council
to come within the remit of NEMT. Parts 2 and 3 deal with Community Right
to Buy and Crofting Community Right to Buy — also highly important to the
future of the countryside and of rural communities.

The legislative process is essentially a three part one. Part 1 is close to com-
pletion at the time of writing. The Justice 2 Committee will submit a Report to
the Parliament based on the evidence it has taken and on a Report from the
Rural Development Committee. A debate on the Bill will then take place and
Parliament will vote on whether the Bill should go forward to Stage 2, in which
Justice 2 will consider amendments. The amended Bill will then go forward to
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Stage 3 in which the whole Parliament will debate it and further amendments
can be proposed and voted on. There will then be a final vote. Stage 3 will be
completed in a single day. If the Bill is passed, it will go forward for royal as-
sent and, in due course, become law.

The Rural Development Committee’s Stage 1 Report to the lead committee
(Justice 2) has been posted on the Parliament web site. Its conclusions so far
are fairly encouraging to recreational interests, including a recommendation
that areas of concern such as business activity and night-time access should
not be excluded from the Access Right. The Committee has also recommended
that a duty should be placed on local authorities to work in co-operation with
other local authorities and other agencies to develop and maintain a core path
network, noting that such a duty is unlikely to be discharged successfully with-
out suitable funding.

At the time of writing this is still very much an on-going process and the
opportunity to influence proceedings through our MSPs will continue to exist
right up till Stage 3. The proposed Bill is now much improved on the original
draft and the signs are that further improvements are likely which should re-
sult in an unambiguous right of access to the countryside and with resultant
benefits to Scotland’s physical and economic health.

Will Campbell, 24 February, 2002
Slugain Bothy

(cont from page 19) The decision on the issue, however, was deferred until the
October meeting of the committee at Charr bothy. At this meeting members
raised concerns regarding the negative environmental and the visitor and vis-
ual impact such a project would have on the area. The meeting overwhelm-
ingly rejected the proposal. Despite this the MBA Management Committee
over-ruled the decision and pushed ahead with the plans. Worryingly the
project appeared to be being progressed with little consultation with any other
interested organisations. The issue came to a head at a well attended extra-or-
dinary meeting of the MBA in Blair Atholl in January 2002. Once again the
proposal was rejected unanimously. It now looks as if the MBA have sensibly
abandoned plans for this ill thought out project. Clearly the whole debacle has
raised concerns for the MBA about the democracy and communication within
the organisation. There is clearly a need for organisations like the MBA to con-
sult fully with the wider mountaineering and environmental communities be-
fore going ahead with potentially controversial plans. (cont. page 24)
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Book Review

Ian R. Mitchell, Walking through Scotland’s History:
two thousand years on foot. National Museums of
Scotland Publishing Ltd, £6.99. ISBN 1-901663-51-5

In this book, one of the Scotland’s Past in Action series, lan Mitchell presents a
review of Scottish pedestrianism down the centuries. Conquerors and
refugees, pilgrims and plunderers, drovers and caterans, fish quines and road
builders — all tramped their way through Scotland’s past. The book begins
with the legions of Rome and takes us up to the travelling people whose no-
madic lifestyle persisted into the last quarter of the 20th century and whose
culture sustained a tradition of song and storytelling forgotten by most of the
settled folk.

The story begins with the Roman general Agricola, who thoughtfully se-
cured his place for posterity by acquiring the historian Tacitus as a son-in-law.
Agricola invaded Scotland in AD 79 and campaigned as far north as the Moray
Firth. The site of his victory over the Picts at “Mons Graupius” has been iden-
tified by some historians as Bennachie. Before the battle, Tacitus puts a devas-
tating critique of the Pax Romana into the mouth of Calgacus, the supposed
Pictish leader. The book contains a longer extract but the essence is encapsu-
lated in the wonderful phrase “they create a desolation and they call it peace”.

The legions in Britain apparently wore a specially strengthened version of
the standard military sandal. We know less about the footwear of the early
Christian missionaries whose influence was more lasting than that of the le-
gions. From St Ninian in the 4th century to St Duthac in the 11th, a series of
peripatetic holy men spread Christianity and are commemorated in numerous
place names. Later in the Middle Ages came pilgrimages to holy sites, in
which by all accounts the devotional mixed with the recreational and the
Church found opportunities for income generation. St Andrews was the main
destination in Scotland while Iona, Tain and Whithorn also received
their visitors.

Notable subsequent travellers covered include the cartographer Timothy
Pont in the late 16th century and the minor English poet John Taylor who un-
dertook a walking tour for a bet in 1618 and travelled from Carlisle via Edin-
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burgh to Deeside and Speyside, ascending Mount Keen in the process. A
rather more illustrious poetic walker was John Keats, who warmed up for his
Scottish tour by walking from Lancaster to Carlisle via the Lake District before
talking a coach to Dumfries. Keats and his companion followed a punishing
schedule which included an ascent of Ben Nevis and took them as far as Inver-
ness before Keats” deteriorating health brought the tour to an end.

Commerce, legal and illegal, continued to motivate travel too. The cattle
trade illustrates both elements — reiving gradually giving way to legal drov-
ing. Whisky distilling was driven underground by punitive taxation after the
Union of 1707 and illicit stills flourished in upland glens. A walking feat in-
spired by the failure of commerce was that of the Aberdeen contingent in the
1936 March against the Means Test. They covered the entire distance from Ab-
erdeen to London on foot — the farthest travelled of all the political marchers
of the times.

All in all, this book offers an intriguing description of how walking under-
pinned so much of Scottish history — social, economic, political and cultural.
The author has also provided suggestions for routes which can still be followed
today. We enjoy today the luxury of choice as to how we exercise our ability to
walk. Our ancestors for the most part did not enjoy that luxury — though
sometimes it’s clear that the walking was for pleasure rather than need. Either
way, the achievements celebrated in Walking through Scotland’s History
should encourage us to keep putting one foot in front of another whenever we
can.

Will Campbell, 22 February 2002

Slugain Bothy

(cont. from page 21) Hopefully hard lessons will have been learned and the
MBA can move forward.

The issue has also drawn attention to other developments in Glen Slugain
in recent times. Two friends and I have noticed the estate road up the glen has
been extended furthermore a new spur going north off the main glen road has
been cut. We are currently trying to find out whether planning permission
was required and if so was it sought. However it appears it may possible for
estates to bulldoze new roads without the need for planning permission or to
consult with others, this is of some concern.

It would be interesting to hear from others whether there are mechanisms
for interested parties to become involved in discussions about developments
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such as hill roads. If there is no such mechanism could this debate be taken
forward by the NEMT.

Kenny Ferguson, MBA Maintenance Officer

[Editor’s note: NEMT were invited to attend a meeting hosted by SNH to dis-
cuss this controversial issue in late January. This meeting was cancelled when
MBA Management Committee advised they had dropped their proposals.]

Scottish Environment Earns Billions

An independent report launched last autumn by Scottish Environment LINK
has established that environmental attributes are the main attraction for visi-
tors to Scotland. Scottish Environmental Audits No. 5: Tourism and the Natural En-
vironment, by Rory McLellan, establishes that visitors contribute £2.6 billion an-
nually to the Scottish economy and support 180,000 tourism-related jobs.
LINK, the liaison body for Scotland’s voluntary environmental organisations,
including NEMT, has called on the Scottish Executive to ensure better protec-
tion for the environmental resource underpinning what is now Scotland’s big-
gest industry. The report found that lack of co-ordination and often-conflicting
objectives between agencies concerned with tourism and the environment
made it difficult to implement policies working towards the sustainable devel-
opment of tourism.

The report was welcomed by Highlands and Islands Enterprise Chairman
Jim Hunter who described it as a “very timely contribution”. LINK Chairman
Neil Rankin said, “Looking after Scotland’s environment must lie at the heart
of any strategy for the Scottish tourism industry if its economic potential is to
be fulfilled. The Executive must now move to ensure that a practical steward-
ship framework is put in place to deliver this strategy.”

The LINK position statement “Scotland’s ‘Great Outdoors” — key to the fu-
ture of Scotland’s tourist industry” summarises the conclusions of the report
and puts forward LINK’s recommendations to the Scottish Executive. Perhaps
the most important conclusions of the audit are that

e our countryside — including its wildlife, landscape and the ability to enjoy
these — is the basis for attracting its visitors
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» small, but important, niche markets depend on natural environmental as-
sets and those of the archaeological and built heritage

» half of the top categories in VisitScotland’s forecasts for growth areas in
tourism fundamentally rely on natural environmental resources, as well as
showing the positive link between the value of nature conservation desig-
nations and tourist income/employment generation in Scotland

» the benefits brought by tourism and recreation in the outdoors generally
outweigh any adverse physical impacts and that there need be no question
of discouraging further fourism development, provided it is appropriate, high-
quality and sustainable

Key recommendations include
» elevating both tourism and the environment to Ministerial level

» cutting across the departmental and agency structures that slow up the
changes needed to develop sustainable strategies for the tourism industry

+ raising awareness, especially amongst Scottish people, of the critical role
played by Scotland’s environment and the opportunities it offers in provid-
ing benefits for our tourist industry

» improving the training of tourism managers and their staff in environmen-
tally-friendly practices and an understanding of Scotland’s landscape
and environment

» investment in a public transport system that serves the rural, as well as ur-
ban, communities in Scotland so as to mitigate the adverse impacts of
leisure transport on the environment

Both the report and the position statement are available on the LINK web site
athttp://www.scotlink.org/stoppress.htm

A printed version of Scottish Environmental Audits No. 5: Tourism and the Nat-
ural Environment can be purchased from Scottish Environment LINK, 2
Grosvenor House, Shore Road, Perth PH2 8DB for £6 inclusive of postage
and packing.

Will Campbell, 24 February, 2002
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NEMT TEE-SHIRTS

Printed with the NEMT logo appoxi-
mately as shown (size 3") on the
breast-pocket position. Black on
heather grey

Cost £9.00 each (includes P&P)
Sizes: S, M, L, XL, XXL
children’s (special order): 3—4, 5-6, 7-8, 9-10, 11-12
Order Form on this page

TEESHIRTS BY RAINNEA GRAPHICS, INVERNESS-SHIRE

TEE SHIRT ORDER FORM

Please supply in the following sizes
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Cost: £9.00 each, including P&P

Name . . . . . . . . . ..o
Address . . . . . . . .00 0oL
Postcode . . . . . . . . Telephone

I enclose remittance of £ .
Make cheques payable to North East Mountain Trust.

Send your order to:
Name and address removed
(tel: -)



MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/ RENEWAL FORM L:I

Please enrol me as an Individual Member of the North East Mountain Trust.

I enclose (not less than £12) as my annual fee for the year starting
1st January . The current £10 fee if paid in 2005 will cover 2006 as well.

Cheques should be made payable to the North East Mountain Trust.
Nameand Address . . . . . . . . . . . ...

PostCode . Telephone e
If you would like to become more actively involved in the work of the Trust,
please use the space provided below. Everyone has something to offer.

Please return your form with your remittance to:
North East Mountain Trust
P.O. Box 40
Aberdeen, AB11 6QQ

If you would like details of Club Membership or Affiliation please write to the above
address for further information.

GIFT AID FORM
Ithame) . . . . . . . . . e e e
of (address) . . . . . . . .. Lo e e e
Postcode .
wish that all subscriptions and donations I pay to the North East Mountain
Trust to be treated as gift aid donations.
Signed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Date

BANKERS ORDER FORM
To the Manager (name and address of yourbank) . . . . . . . . . . . ... ..

Please pay the NEMT annually until further notice the sum of | £

starting on 10th January and debit my account | \
Name . . . . . . . . . o

Address . . . . L L L.

Payee bank details — Sort code: 99-99-99 Account number: 99999999

Scottish Charity No. SC008783
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THE INFORMATION PAGE

NEMT ON THE INTERNET

email: nemt@. . .

Use to send news, information, letters, queries or newsletter articles to the
General Council

web: www . nemt.org.uk

Contains information on all our activities including a selection of articles
from recent Mountain Views. Let Whoever have your ideas for additions
or updates to this site.

PRESS CUTTINGS

If you come across articles that are relevant to the work of the Trust, please
pass them to us!

Some Person has offered to act as archivist and co-ordinator for press cut-
tings, journal articles and the like. Send them to:

Some Person
Country Cottage

999 Country Road

A Village

Somewhere
abc@anon.mail.com

SUBMITTING ARTICLES
TO MOUNTAIN VIEWS

Articles for Mountain Views are welcomed in any form — handwritten,
typed, computer printout, or computer disk.

An item can be in the form of a letter, an article, a point of view, a pic-
ture, a cartoon or drawing, or a report of something that has happened or
is about to happen.

If you submit a picture, say if you want it to be returned. Print, slide or
negative is acceptable, but prints should be of good quality. Colour will
be reproduced in black and white.

Putting your article on a computer disk saves a lot of retyping and re-
duces the possibility of error. Disk:floppy, zip or cd — but not dvd. Disk
format: PC or Linux, but not Apple Mac. File format: plain text (.txt) or of-
fice (.doc) formats can be read.







